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President’s Message 
By Jack Starr 

 

Look at what the EBBC did in July—the July Fourth parade in Orinda, 

playouts at the Reutlinger Jewish Community Center and Rossmoor 

“Spotlight” luncheon, and our Wednesday evening practices at the 

Greenery Restaurant.  A great big THANK YOU goes to all club 

members who attended the playouts and our Wednesday sessions. 

  

Thinking of practicing at home in addition to Wednesday nights?  

Good idea!  On August 10 assistant music 

director Karen Hefter presented a session on song 

introductions that almost anyone can do with just 

a bit of practice and perseverance.  After Karen’s 

demonstration, we all had a chance to try our 

hand at these simple but effective introductions. 

The technique was warmly received.  Karen left 

us with the admonition to practice at home in 

addition to Wednesday nights.  Point well taken! 

  

The EBBC has left the Greenery while the place is under renovation.  

Vice President Bob Malucelli has been looking for a new place for us 

and “voila”, he found one.  The new location is PINKY’S PIZZA 

PARLOR at 2085 North Broadway in Walnut Creek, across the street 

from the U.S. Post Office.  We will still meet at 7p.m. on Wednesdays, 

but at Pinky’s, NOT the Greenery, for an unknown period of time.   

       

      --Continued on page 2-- 
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Events Calendar 
 

Saturday, August 20 

Annual EBBC Summer Picnic 

Members and guests only 

Landers Landing 

11 a.m. 

 

Friday, August 26 

Playout at Concord Senior Center 

2727 Parkside Drive, Concord 

5:45 p.m. to 6:45 p.m. 

 

  www.eastbaybanjo.org 

 

To book the East Bay Banjo Club 

to play at your event, please contact 

booking agent Bob Ehrhorn via 

email at bobehrhorn@comcast.net 

or call (707) 731-0198. 

 

 

Our Wednesday 

night location 

has changed! 
 

We have moved our weekly 

Wednesday night playing sessions to 

Pinky’s Pizza Parlor, located at 

2085 North Broadway in Walnut 

Creek (across the street from the 

Post Office).  The time is still 7 p.m.    

 

http://www.eastbaybanjo.org/
mailto:bobehrhorn@comcast.net


 

 

President’s Message, continued 

 

Parking near Pinky’s can be scarce until 5 p.m., so show up after then, park, bring your banjo (and appetite if 

you wish to eat), and get ready for banjo playing, singing, and fun! 

  

August 20
th

 is our annual Landers Landing shindig.  I hope that by now you have all received the invitation and 

directions sent out by Bobbie Landers.  It’s always a good time so try to attend. 

 

Our Gig Meister, Bob Ehrhorn, tells us the next EBBC gig is August 26 at the Concord Senior Center, which is 

on Parkside Drive in Baldwin Park.  Be sure to sign up for this playout and get directions from Bob, as well as 

the song list prepared by Betty David and the preferred attire. 

 

Finally, our bylaws tell us that officers of the club are elected at the annual meeting which is held in December.  

A nominating committee will form in September to seek candidates for the various offices.  That’s when 

interested club members who wish to be more active in the direction of EBBC should step forward and say 

YES, either by volunteering to run for an open board position, or agreeing to stand for election if asked to do so 

by a nominating committee member.  After the committee is formed, recruitment of candidates will occur, and 

candidates will be announced in November, followed by the election at the December general meeting. 

 

Think about it – we need your active input!  That’s it for now – see you at Pinky’s Pizza Parlor.   

 

As Georgette Twain always said, 

 

“Banjorically yours,” 

 

Jack Starr 

President 

 

A Shout-Out To Our July 4
th

 Parade Sponsor: 

Gillin, Jacobson, Ellis and Larsen 
 

The East Bay Banjo Club greatly appreciates the sponsorship of Gillin, Jacobson, Ellis and Larsen  which 

provided us with our flatbed truck and haybales on which we rode in the Orinda July 4
th

 Parade. 

 

Gillin, Jacobson, Ellis and Larsen is a law firm in Orinda with additional offices around the San Francisco Bay 

Area.  The Orinda July 4
th

 Parade is one of our club’s annual highlights, providing us a chance to offer 

traditional banjo music to thousands of people.  We always receive warm applause and appreciative smiles from 

the crowd as we pass by.  None of it would be possible without corporate sponsorship.  Thanks again to Gillin, 

Jacobson, Ellis and Larsen, and to Bobbie Landers for lining up their sponsorship for us. 
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Rossmoor Crowd Enjoys EBBC Playout July 27 
By John Greitzer 

Photos by Bob Nelson 

 

The spacious Fireside Room at Rossmoor’s Gateway Center was completely filled for the club’s noontime 

playout on July 27.  The air conditioning managed to stave off the 105-degree heat from outside, but the 

ambiance in the room was warm nonetheless.  The large crowd clapped and sang along to some of our songs 

and gave us rousing applause, particularly for the up-tempo numbers. 

 

With 23 club members participating, it was our most successful playout in recent memory.  The musicians and 

singers in attendance were Jack Starr, Diana Starr, Betty David, Larry Risner, Diane Malucelli, Bob Malucelli, 

Don Granberg, Bud Pearce, Ardie Jarrett, Bob Ehrhorn, John Greitzer, Kit Nelson, Red Higgins, Guy Black, 

Sheila Welt, Tom Brunetti, Rich Combs, Phil Myers, Linda Myers, Clyde Dedmon, Jack Convery, and Jack’s 

young student Trent Jones, who took a solo on “When the Saints Go Marching In” which closed the show.  Bob 

Nelson attended and took photographs of the event. 

 

 
 

Kit Nelson (l) and Red Higgins sing a duet, with Bob 

Ehrhorn and Sheila Welt strumming between them. 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                                                 Phil and Linda Myers play to the dulcet tones 

                                                                                                                           of Don Granberg’s vocals (and washboard). 
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More Photos From The Rossmoor Playout… 
Photos by Bob Nelson 

 

 
Clyde Dedmon, Diane and Bob Malucelli, John                      Trent Jones solos on “When The Saints Go Marching In” to  

Greitzer, Ardie Jarrett and Guy Black in the back row.            close the show, as his teacher, Jack Convery, looks on. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Diana Starr, Jack Starr and Tom Brunetti strum away.                       Rich Combs handles a vocal. 
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Playout At Reutlinger Jewish Community Center A Hot Hit 
By John Greitzer 

Photos by Bob Nelson 

 
The mercury hit 105 degrees outside but the only heat inside was the EBBC old-time music playout at the 

Reutlinger Jewish Community Center in Danville on July 14.  The audience of Reutlinger residents, guests and 

staff clapped, danced and sang along as EBBC ran through many familiar standards and favorites. 

 

Eighteen EBBC members participated, one of our better playout turnouts.  Participants included Guy Black, 

Tom Brunetti, Rich Combs, Betty David, Bob Ehrhorn, Don Granberg, John Greitzer, Ardie Jarrett, Garry Kerr, 

Bob Malucelli, Diane Malucelli, Kit Nelson, Bob Nelson, Bud Pearce, Larry Risner, Jack Starr, Diana Starr, and 

Sheila Welt.   

 

Reutlinger is a wonderful place to play.  The dining room where we play is light, airy and spacious, and the staff 

are friendly, welcoming and helpful.   Residents and staff told us they want us back again soon.    

                                          
Bob Ehrhorn sings, with Jack Starr                                              Bud Pearce and Red Higgins with a rousing finish. 

and Betty David in the front row. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Kit Nelson sings one for the crowd.                                               Larry Risner and Garry Kerr up front, with Ardie Jarrett,     
                                                                                                        Diana Starr (hidden), John Greitzer and Don Granberg  

                    in the back row. 
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Independence Day Crowd Enjoys Banjo Float at Orinda Parade 
By Diane Malucelli 

Photos by Darlene Calimlim 

 

East Bay Banjo Club members enjoyed a special Fourth of July by playing in the Orinda parade.  Bobbie 

Landers did a great job for us in getting a sponsor (the law firm of Gillin, Jacobson, Ellis and Larsen) and a 

flatbed truck with hay bales to sit on.  At 9 a.m. we were decorating the truck with flags and other red, white 

and blue decorations.  We got on the truck, sat on the hay bales and rode out into the parade at about 10 a.m.   

 

Betty David led us and Bob Ehrhorn played bass guitar.  Other participating club members were Connor 

Calimlim, Don Granberg, Karen Hefter, Deb Hodson, Bob Malucelli, Diane Malucelli, Bud Pearce, Jan Ruzicka 

(guitar) and Slavka Ruzicka (autoharp).  Connor's parents, Darlene and Lito, also rode with us.   

 

The parade route took us to downtown Orinda and then under Highway 24 to Orinda Village.  Thousands of 

people lined the streets, by far the most people we have seen in town.  Many different cultures and ages were 

represented and everyone smiled and waved and shouted "Happy Fourth."  It was such a wonderful parade with 

people clapping for us and waving their flags.  We could hear people saying "There are the banjos" and some 

children were dancing to the beat of our music.  We had so much fun we really didn't want it to end so soon. 

 

 
The club prepares to play…..                                                                  

 

                                               …..and rides through Orinda on hay bales 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This must be the place! 
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Nobel Scientist Reveals Secret of the Banjo’s Twang  
Reprinted from the Physics arXiv Blog posted on medium.com—no author attribution provided 

Edited for the EBBC Newsletter by John Greitzer (with thanks to Garry Kerr for the link) 

 

Acoustics experts have long puzzled over exactly how the banjo produces its characteristic sound. What gives 

the banjo its bell-like ring and why is it so different from other stringed instruments such as the guitar? 

 

We now have an answer thanks to David Politzer at the California Institute of Technology in Pasadena.  The 

Nobel prize-winning physicist says the distinctive sound is the result of the complex way banjo strings move 

when they are plucked.  

 

The banjo is a drum with a neck attached to secure the strings. The strings are fixed at the end of the neck, 

stretched across the drum and fixed on the other side, at the tailpiece. The strings also are supported by a 

wooden bridge that sits on the drum skin.  While each end of the string is secured at a fixed point, the support in 

the middle – the bridge -- vibrates up and down as the drum resonates, usually at the frequency of the lowest 

note being played. 

 

Politzer says this vibration is crucial.  He says that when a string is played, its tension changes as it vibrates.  At 

the same time, the drum also vibrates. The movement of the drum pushes the bridge up and down, and this 

changes the tension in the string.  This means there are two forces acting on the string at the same time -- the 

change in tension caused by the string’s frequency when plucked or strummed and the change caused by the up-

and-down movement of the bridge.  

 

“The important picture to take from this discussion is that each string’s tension is modulated by the motion of 

the bridge,” says Politzer.  He says it is this phenomenon that produces the banjo’s bright timbre. 

 

This also explains why other stringed instruments do not share this effect. In a guitar, for example, the bridge is 

fixed to the body of the guitar, so it doesn’t vibrate up and down.  In violins, violas, cellos and double basses, 

the bridge vibrates a bit on the wood of the instrument’s body but not nearly as much as it would on the drum 

head of a banjo.  Lacking this vibration of the bridge, the distinctive banjo sound disappears. 

 

So now we know…. 
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Board members and appointed officers for 2016 

 

Board Members 

President: Jack Starr  ……………………,.john.starr@att.neet 

Vice President: Bob Malucelli ……………dmalucelli@att.net 

Secretary: Ardie Jarrett……….....................jarjohn@msn.com 

Treasurer: Sheila Welt……………..……...weltbear@sbcglobal.net 

Music Director: Betty David  …………….(925) 938-0126 

Immediate Past President: Larry Risner … .rhythmbanjo@sbcglobal.net 

Booking Agent: Bob Ehrhorn …………… bobehrhorn@comcast.net 

 

Non-Board Officers 

Assistant Music Director: Jack Convery ………… ……………..entline@msn.com 

Assistant Music Director and Digital Librarian: Karen Hefter …. karenhefter@gmail.com 

Assistant Music Director: Larry Risner  ……………………….. .rhythmbanjo@sbcglobal.net 

Hospitality: Sheila Welt………………………………………… .weltbear@sbcglobal.net 

Librarian: Jim Blankenship ……………………………………… jpblankenship@att.net 

Membership: Diane Malucelli ……………………………………dmalucelli@att.net 

Newsletter Editor/Publisher: John Greitzer ……………………… johngreitzer@outlook.com 

Telephone Tree: Diane Malucelli …………………………………dmalucelli@att.net 

Uniforms (Gold Vest & Polos): Ardie Jarrett…………………….. jarjohn@msn.com 

Web Master: Bud Pearce ………………………………………… bud.pearce@pearcechriss.com 

 

About our newsletter  
 

The East Bay Banjo Club Newsletter is published six times per year, in February, April, June, August, October, 

and December.  The newsletter also is posted on the EBBC website at www.eastbaybanjo.org (click on 

“Newsletters”).  All articles are written by the newsletter editor unless otherwise noted. 

 

 

Upcoming birthdays 

Happy birthday to all! 
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Ardie Jarrett – September 6 

Red Higgins – September 25   

Barbara Findlay – October 13 

Bob Ehrhorn – October 13 

Connor Calimlim – October 14 

Fred “Mickey” Finn – October 14 

Ken Williamson – October 18 

Marco Green – October 25 

Herb Moore – October 26 

Bob Nelson – October 27 

Karen DeWeese – October 30 



 

 

2016 EBBC Playout Participation 
Playouts to date:  8 (through July 27 at Rossmoor) 

 

Guy Black  7 

Tom Brunetti  6 

Connor Calimlim        1 

Jack Convery              2 

Betty David  8 

Clyde Dedmon 2 

Jesse DeTorres 1 

Bob Ehrhorn  8 

Don Granberg  6 

John Greitzer  4 

Karen Hefter  3 

Deb Hodson                3 

Terry Horner  1 

Ardie Jarrett  5 

Garry Kerr  3 

Chris Lardge  4 

Bob Malucelli  6 

Diane Malucelli 6 

Dina Melamed  1 

Phil Myers  4 

Linda Myers  3 

Bob Nelson  7 

Kit Nelson  7 

Bud Pearce  5 

Larry Risner  4 

Jan Ruzicka                1 

Slavka Ruzicka           1 

Diane Starr                  3 

Jack Starr  5 

Sheila Welt  5 

Ken Williamson    1 

 

 
EBBC has moved its Wednesday night location 

 
Our weekly playing sessions are now held at Pinky’s Pizza Parlor, at 2085 North Broadway in Walnut Creek.  

The location is across the street from the Post Office.  We still play from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.  The move was 

necessitated by the ongoing remodeling underway at the Greenery Restaurant and uncertainty over when it will 

be completed. 

 

Parking is available.  If you plan to eat at Pinky’s prior to playing, we are advised it is better to arrive after 5 

p.m. when local workers leave for the day, so more parking spaces will be open.   
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East Bay Banjo Club Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 
Date:  June 8, 2016 
Place:  Greenery Dining Room, Walnut Creek, CA 
 

Board Members Present:  Jack Starr, President; Bob Malucelli, Vice President; Ardie Jarrett, Secretary; Sheila Welt, 
Treasurer;  Betty David, Music Director; Larry Risner, Past President;  
Absent Board of Directors:   Bob Ehrhorn, Booking Agent. 
Appointed Chairs Present:  Sheila Welt, Hospitality; Diane Malucelli, Membership & Telephone Tree. 
Absent Appointed Chairs:   Jim Blankenship, Librarian; Karen Hefter, Digital Music Librarian; John Greitzer, Editor; Bud 
Pearce, Web Master. 
Guests Present:  Guy and Mary Black; Barbara Finley  
CALLED TO ORDER:  5:30 by Jack Starr, President. 
 

BOD OFFICERS REPORTS: 
    Secretary:  Ardie Jarrett presented the minutes and motion made by Larry Risner, 2nd by Bob Malucelli to 
    approve the minutes as presented.  Motion passed 6/0/1.   
    Treasurer:  Sheila Welt – Sheila reported that the Bank Statement hadn’t cleared the bank so she was  
    unable to be able to give a Treasure’s Report.  Larry Risner moved that we table the June Treasurer’s  
    Report until July.  Motion was 2nd by Bob Malucelli and passed 6/0/1. 
    Vice President:  Bob Malucelli reported that one of the speakers was going bad.  After much discussion,  
    Ardie Jarrett motion to put off replacing the speaker until it was really needed.  Motion was 2nd by Larry  
    Risner and passed 6/0/1. 
    Music Director:  Betty David – Betty stated that there seemed to be mixed feeling about the Camp  
    Stoneman playout.  After much discussion, it was determined that the picking of songs, singers, players to  
    start the songs, venues, etc., should be done in advance and shared with players in writing.  This way the  
    players can have the music in order and not have so much “down time” between songs.  Players need to  
    be reminded to come at least an hour before the gig is to start, so as to help set up the equipment and  
    review the song list, etc. 
    Booking Agent:  Bob Ehrhorn  was absent.  It was reported that we play at Montecito on June 10th and   
    have an other booking on June 16th at Aggies from 6:15 – 7:15.  They want more banjo playing and less  
    singing.    Other bookings seem to be on July 4th, 11th, and the 27th.  We also have the Banjo Picnic at  
    Bobbie Landers in the Delta on Aug. 20th.  Bob has accepted a 2017 gig with the Rotary Club in Alamo. 
    Past President:  Larry Risner:  Larry will try to work with Betty David on getting written song lists, etc. put  
    together for those playing for the various gigs. 
 

APPOINTED CHAIRS REPORTS: 
    Hospitality:  Sheila Welt:  Susie has been operated on for cancer and seems to be doing O.K. 
    Membership:  Daine Malucelli reported that we have a new member and she will put together a new  
    membership list and telephone tree list. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:   
     Remodeling:  Nothing new and we are still holding meetings in our usual place at the Greenery.  
NEW BUSINESS:   
    Sheila Welt will order needed decorations for the 4th of July Parade truck.  Bob Malucelli will purchase the  
    treats for those players who help decorate the truck for the parade. 
 

ADJOURNMENT:  6:17 - With no further business, the meeting was adjourned until the July 13th  BOD meeting. 
 

Respectfully Submitted: 
Ardie Jarrett, Secretary   
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East Bay Banjo Club Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 
Date:  July 13, 2016 
Place:  Greenery Dining Room, Walnut Creek, CA 
 

Board Members Present:  Jack Starr, President; Bob Malucelli, Vice President; Ardie Jarrett, Secretary; Sheila Welt, 
Treasurer;  Betty David, Music Director; Larry Risner, Past President; Bob Ehrhorn, Booking Agent. 
Absent Board of Directors:  None. 
Appointed Chairs Present:  Sheila Welt, Hospitality; Diane Malucelli, Membership & Telephone Tree; Bud Pearce, Web 
Master. 
Absent Appointed Chairs:   Jim Blankenship, Librarian; Karen Hefter, Digital Music Librarian; John Greitzer, Editor;  
Guests Present:  Guy Black; Barbara Finley  
CALLED TO ORDER:  5:38 by Jack Starr, President. 
 

BOD OFFICERS REPORTS: 
    Secretary:  Ardie Jarrett presented the minutes and motion made by Bob Ehrhorn, 2nd by Larry Risner to 
    approve the minutes as presented.  Motion passed 7/0/0.   
    Treasurer:  Sheila Welt – The Treasurer’s report was accepted as presented and will be filed for audit. 
    Vice President:  Bob Malucelli asked that the two new songs that have been handed out be played at the  
    beginning of tonight’s practice before we start practicing the gig playout list.  The two new songs are: 
    “Does Your Chewing Gum Lose Its Flavor On The Bedpost Overnight?” and “Yesterday”.  
    Music Director:  Betty David – Betty says it looks bad to have so many members leaving at the break.  
    We need to get out more in our communities to promote our East Bay Banjo Club and get more people to  
    become interested in banjo.  Players need to be reminded to come at least an hour before the gig is to  
    start, to help set up the equipment and  review the song list, etc. 
    Booking Agent:  Bob Ehrhorn reported that we have 17 players for the July 14th  gig at the Reutlinger  
    Jewish Community Center in Danville from 2:00 – 3:00 wearing blue polos. Bob also got a request from 
    Cozzi to have a small group to play after a memorial Luncheon on July 17th in Danville and this would be a  
    donation affair.  Bob asked Jack Convery to play with us at the Rossmoor gig and offered to pay him a  
    stipend.  After a brief discussion, Ardie Jarrett made a motion that we, the Club, would not pay anyone to  
    play with us.  Sheila Welt 2nd and the motion passed 6/1/0.  The uniform for the Rossmoor gig will be  
    formal gold vests.  The Annual Banjo Picnic at Bobbie Landers in the Delta is scheduled for Aug. 20th.  Bob 
    was contacted to play at the Concord Senior Center in Baldwin Park on Aug. 26th.  Their request was for a  
    small number of players because the stage is so small.  After a discussion, it was decided to have more 
    discussion with them before accepting.  Bob has accepted a 2017 gig with the Rotary Club in Alamo. 
    Past President:  Larry Risner:  Nothing to report 
 

APPOINTED CHAIRS REPORTS: 
    Hospitality:  Sheila Welt:  Nothing to report. 
    Membership:  Daine Malucelli:  Nothing to report. 
    Web Master:  Bud Pearce reported that the web site was up to date with gig information and pictures 
    taken at the various functions.  Our song list is also now published on the web.  The web site looks good. 
  
ADJOURNMENT:  6:24 - With no further business the meeting was adjourned until the August 10th.   
    
Respectfully Submitted: 
Ardie Jarrett, Secretary   
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East Bay Banjo Club 
Meets every Wednesday 

From 7 P.M. to 9 P.M. 

The Greenery Restaurant 

1551 Marchbanks Drive 

Walnut Creek, CA  94598 

 

East Bay Banjo Club 
www.eastbaybanjo.org 

P.O. Box 5414 

Concord, CA  94524 

http://www.eastbaybanjo.org/

