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President’s Message 
By Bob Malucelli 

 

Welcome old and new members for 2018!  Please don't forget to pay 

your $20 dues for 2018. 

 

Don Granberg became our new booking agent in January and he has 

four playouts booked already.  The first one was February 13 at 

Montecito Senior Living Center in Concord, where our club has played 

in the past.   

 

The next one will be February 23 at the annual Masonic Lodge Crab 

Feed in Orinda – another return engagement for 

the club.  You can read more about our recent 

playouts elsewhere in this newsletter.   We hope 

that everyone is ready to play banjo at our 

upcoming playouts.   

 

Our Treasurer, Rich Combs, has been working 

on a new promotional campaign for the East 

Bay Banjo Club.  Rich will be sending out the 

club's new “Get the Word Out” publicity 

information to promote banjo playing and the 

club.   

 

 

This newsletter includes some of the new information Rich is 

developing to revitalize our publicity program.  I hope some of our 

other members step up and volunteer to help with this important 

campaign.   

 

 

 

Inside:  

In Memory of Jim Abele – page 2 

EBBC Slated To Play At Banjo-Rama Once Again – page 3 

Tips On Playing Intros To Songs – page 6 
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Events Calendar 
 

 

Friday, February 23, 2018 

Masonic Lodge Crab Feed 

9 Altarinda Road 

Orinda, CA 7:00 p.m. 

 

Sunday, April 8, 2018 

EBBC At Banjo-Jam-A-Rama 

The Courtyard by Marriott 

1782 Tribute Road 

Sacramento, CA 12:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

  www.eastbaybanjo.org 

 

 

 

 

To book the East Bay Banjo 

Club to play at your event, 

please contact our booking 

agent, Don Granberg, at 

grany@astound.net. 
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Long-Time EBBC Member Jim Abele Passes Away At 82 
Photo courtesy of Linda Myers 
 

Jim Abele, a member of the East Bay Banjo Club for many years, has passed away after a bout with cancer.  

The Walnut Creek resident regularly attended our weekly practices and is remembered by many as a kind, 

generous man.  Jim attended many of our playouts in addition to our weekly practices due to his love of banjo 

music. 
 

Here is his obituary reprinted from the online edition of the East Bay Times: 

 

James Herbert Abele 
Apr. 18, 1935 – Jan. 13, 2018 

Resident of Walnut Creek 

 

Jim Abele passed away peacefully at his home from cancer. He was surrounded by family. Born in 

Philadelphia, PA, the son of George and Martha Abele, he served on diesel submarines in the United 

States Navy from 1954-1957. He married Therese Love on February 22, 1958. Jim graduated from 

LaSalle University in 1964. The couple moved to Walnut Creek, CA in 1974. Jim started his career with 

Standard Pressed Steel and retired as a systems analyst for the University of California. Jim is preceded 

in death by his wife of 52 years Therese, his grandson Ryan, his brother George and sister, Marion. Jim 

is survived by his sister Ruth of Missouri; his six sons Jim (Christine) of San Diego, Jack (Wendy) of 

Concord, Mike (Kim) of Clayton, Dave (Lori) of Walnut Creek, Joe (Laura) of Sherman Oaks, Jerry 

(Seana) of Livermore, and 12 grandchildren. Jim was very active with Walnut Creek Little League and 

the Walnut Creek transportation commission. He loved live music, especially the work of the East Bay 

Banjo Club. A Memorial Mass [was] held at 10:30am Saturday January 27, 2018 at St. John Vianney 

Church in Walnut Creek. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The East Bay Banjo Club extends its sympathies to Jim’s family.  We will miss his presence at our practices 

and playouts. 
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Annual Banjo Fest Re-Tabbed As “Banjo-Jam-A-Rama” for 2018 

The Sacramento Banjo Band continues to sponsor its annual four-string banjo fest known as Banjo-Rama.  This 

year, the band has named the festival “Banjo-Jam-A-Rama” to emphasize participation by as many attendees as 

possible.   

The event is from April 6 through April 8 at the Courtyard by Marriott in Sacramento. 

The East Bay Banjo Club will once again perform at the event, tentatively scheduled for Sunday April 8.   This 

continues a long tradition of the event inviting us to play there, along with numerous other banjo bands and 

clubs. 

Other featured performers will include our own Jack Convery, Cleve Baker, Jeff Green, and the Hendricks 

Brothers, among others. 

Here is a description and background on the event from its website at www.banjo-rama.com/2018: 

“Each year the Sacramento Banjo Band sponsors an annual banjo music festival known as Banjo-Rama. World 

class banjo stars are featured as soloists and in ensembles. Eddie Peabody, probably the most famous banjo 

player ever, performed at the very first Banjo-Rama in 1967, in the Governor's Hall at the old California State 

Fairgrounds in Sacramento.  

These musicians are not just plucking chords like grandpa used to do on the back porch! They are genuine 

pros! Their fingers and hands are sizzling hot, moving faster than the eye can follow, playing everything from 

classical to popular music. You'll be surprised and delighted at their imaginative arrangements, versatility, and 

precise execution.  

In addition to banjo virtuosos, there will be exciting west coast banjo bands and ragtime piano players. It's 

quite a musical spectacle that could just as well have been named the banjo Olympics. 

This year's Banjo-Rama will focus on participation - that's why we've renamed it "Banjo-Jam-A-Rama." There 

will be lots of opportunity to jam with your friends and the pros, and play for them if you wish! 

Primarily 4-string banjos are played at Banjo-Rama. Other banjo-compatible instruments are welcome at the 

jam sessions. We often have ukelele, tuba, bass, gut bucket, drum, clarinet, and occasionally even violin players 

participate.  

Banjo-Rama proceeds are a benefit for children's charities in the Sacramento area.  

Be sure to attend this year's Banjo-Rama.” 

Banjo-Rama Contact: 

Carol Hood 

info@sacramentobanjoband.com 
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EBBC Plays Fat Tuesday at Montecito Senior Living In Concord  
By Sheila Welt 

Photos by John Greitzer and Dianne Risner 

 

The East Bay Banjo Club played a rousing set on the afternoon of February 13 – Fat Tuesday – at Montecito 

Senior Living on Clayton Road in Concord.  An enthusiastic crowd of about fifty residents clapped, sang (and a 

few danced) to the old-time standards ringing out from our banjos and singers. 

 

This playout was so much fun to play.  It is so nice when the audience members sing along with our songs.  

Several ladies in the audience spontaneously got up and danced to our songs.  When we played our traditional 

closer, “When the Saints Go Marching In,” there was a lot of participation in the parade by women and men.     

 

The East Bay Banjo Club played a total of 21 songs, 16 of which were vocals.  Two of our members got up and 

danced, Rich Combs danced with an audience member, and Sheila Welt led the parade for “When the Saints.”  

A great time was had by all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Don Granberg (left) sings “Bill Bailey”. 

 

 

 

 
             Sheila Welt takes her turn on “Bill Bailey.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dina Melamed and Clyde Dedmon lay down rhythm  

as Doug Johnson handles the melody on sax. 
 

 
                                                                                             Don Granberg and Bud Pearce thank the audience. 
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EBBC Seeks To Step Up Its Publicity Program 

The East Bay Banjo Club is embarking on an effort to bring our public information program into the 21st 

century.  Greater use of social media, advertising, reaching out to schools and civic groups, and leave-behind 

items such as flyers and cards, are all on the menu for the new publicity program, which is still being 

developed. 

Our treasurer, Rich Combs, is taking the lead on this effort and will be assisted by other club members in the 

months ahead. 

Below are the front and back of a new 4x6-inch flyer Rich is working on, that we will send out or distribute as 

leave-behinds at our playouts.  The group photo, taken at Banjo-Rama 2017, will be on the back of the flyer.   

The text on the front is still being revised but will look pretty much like the text shown below left. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We may also develop more specific or focused flyers for particular uses, such as schools.  A scholarship 

program also is under consideration, in which the club would sponsor banjo lessons for interested young people.   

The club already has a Facebook page and will be increasing our activity on it in the near future.   

Meetup is another social media forum on which our club has a presence.  If you have a Meetup account, just 

search on “banjo in the East Bay” or “East Bay banjo”.We hope that our new publicity program will attract new 

members into the East Bay Banjo Club (particularly young people), make the general community more aware of 

us and the fun old-time music we play, and lead to more playout opportunities for us in the years ahead. 
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Tips Provided For Playing The Intros To Songs 
By Larry Risner 

 

 

There are three main elements to a song introduction: 

 

• Establishing the rhythm (tempo) for the song.  

• If possible it might have a small bit of the song melody.  

• It presents a clear downbeat note or chord run (pick up) for the group to start playing.  

 

The best song introduction is playing the last four or eight bars of a song. This provides the accompanying 

players with all three of the key song introduction elements. However, playing this type of introduction requires 

the player to be familiar with the melody and the best tempo for the song.  

 

The most difficult introduction for a group is by a vocalist. This type of introduction should be avoided unless 

the group is well seasoned and is familiar with the vocalist.  Everyone starting to play at the same exact instant 

can be very difficult and if not timed correctly will confuse the group. This can result in a staggered start as the 

group members join in. 

 

If there is no designated player or vocalist for an introduction then a count can be used. Typically, this is a 

verbal count or audible tapping of a known sequence. Most commonly this is a two-measure count of “one, two, 

one-two-three-four” with “four” as the pickup. A single-measure count of “one-two-three-four” also works but 

sometimes the group needs two full measures to get the tempo set. 

 

Generally, once the introduction is complete, if the player is not designated as playing the lead then he/she 

should drop back to playing rhythm or harmony.   A player will develop an ear for this with the experience of 

playing with groups. There are no fixed rules and the variety of playing techniques by group members can add 

color to the sound as long as the rhythm is steady and strong.  

 

A played introduction should be loud enough for the audience and the group to clearly hear it. A major concern 

associated with playing a banjo is to not beat on it. Very hard banjo-playing results in both a loss of tonal quality 

and also causes the other banjo members to play harder and the performance becomes just a lot of noise. 

 

Keep in mind that the sound from a banjo is directed out from the front of the instrument and the player is above 

and behind it so it may not sound as loud to the player as it does to the listener in front. It's always a good habit 

to ask others around you how you sound and then compensate accordingly. Sometimes the answer may surprise 

you so it is important to ask the listeners how it sounds.  

 

 

Editor’s Note: This is the first in a series of six instructional articles by long-time EBBC member Larry Risner.  

The newsletter will run the remaining articles in each of the next five issues. 
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Tech tips 
The first in a 

series of six 

tutorials by Larry 

Risner. 



 

 

2018 EBBC Playout Participation 
Playouts for 2018: one (through February 18, 218)  

 

 

Guy Black 1 

Tom Brunetti 1 

Rich Combs 1 

Betty David 1 

Clyde Dedmon 1 

Don Granberg 1 

John Greitzer 1 

Garry Kerr 1 

Ardie Jarrett 1 

Doug Johnson 1 

Paul Mack 1 

Bob Malucelli 1 

Lary McGrew 1 

Dina Melamed 1 

Bud Pearce 1 

Larry Risner 1 

Sheila Welt 1 
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Board members and appointed officers for 2018 

 

Board Members 

President: Bob Malucelli…………………..dmalucelli@att.net 

Vice President: Paul Mack…………………Anthony.Mack55@gmail.com 

Secretary: Sheila Welt …………………….weltbear@sbcglobal.net 

Treasurer: Rich Combs……………..……..combsrichard@sbcglobal.net 

Past President: John Greitzer … …………..johngreitzer@outlook.com 

Booking Agent: Don Granberg…………….grany@astound.net 

Music Director: vacant 

 

Non-Board Officers 

Assistant Music Director: Jack Convery…………………………..entline@msn.com 

Assistant Music Director: Betty David……………………………(925) 938-0126 

Assistant Music Director: Larry Risner…………………………...rhythmbanjo@sbcglobal.net 

Assistant Music Director and Digital Librarian: Karen Hefter……karenhefter@gmail.com 

Assistant Music Director and Webmaster: Bud Pearce………..….bud.pearce@pearcechriss.com 

Hard-Copy Librarian: Don Granberg;….………………………… grany@astound.net 

Hospitality: Sheila Welt………….………………………………..weltbear@sbcglobal.net 

Membership: Chris Lardge………………………………………..chrislardge@aol.com 

Newsletter Editor/Publisher: John Greitzer ……………………… johngreitzer@outlook.com 

Telephone Tree: Diane Malucelli……………………….…………dmalucelli@att.net 

Uniforms (Gold Vest & Polos): Ardie Jarrett…………………….. jarjohn@msn.com 

 

About our newsletter  
 

The East Bay Banjo Club Newsletter is published six times per year, in February, April, June, August, October, 

and December.  The newsletter also is on the EBBC website at www.eastbaybanjo.org (click on “Newsletters”).  

All articles are written by the editor unless otherwise noted. 

 

 

Upcoming birthdays 
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Happy birthday to all! 

 

Dick Neuman – March 1     Rich Combs – March 20 

Chris Lardge – March 3     Garry Kerr – March 20 

Dina Melamed – March 14      Annie Lem – April 2  

Jim Blankenship – March 15     Bobbie Landers – April 17 

Cathy Dongallo – March 15         
     

mailto:grany@astound.net


 

 

ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES 

EAST BAY BANJO CLUB 

ANNUAL MEETING 

DECEMBER 6, 2017 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order by President, John Greitzer at 6:50pm. 

 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS:  The Nominating Committee put forth the following Nominees: Secretary:  

Sheila Welt; Treasurer:  Rich Combs.  These positions were elected by a rise of hands of those in attendance. 

 

A nomination from the floor by Jack Starr and seconded by Don Granberg to nominate Bob Malucelli for 

President was made.  A show of hands elected Bob Malucelli for President. 

 

The 2018 Officers are:   President:  Bob Malucelli 

    Vice President:  Open 

    Secretary:  Sheila Welt 

    Treasurer:  Rich Combs 

    Booking Agent:  Open 

    Music Director:  Open 

 

Appointed positions will be announced in January after the new Board takes office. 

 

THANK-YOU’S AND RECOGNITIONS, ETC.: 

Betty David, a certificate and gift card - for acting music director. 

Jack Starr, a certificate and gift card - for services as President of the Board of Directors. 

Bob Malucelli, a certificate and gift card - for being equipment manager. 

The following members were unable to attend the Party and Meeting.  There gifts will be presented to them at a 

later time:  Karen Hefter, a certificate and gift card - for Music Director; and Larry Risner, a certificate and gift 

card - for acting music director. 

 

Bob Malucelli was thanked for securing our meeting room and making the Dinner arrangements. 

 

Sheila Welt was thanked for the decorations and gifts for club members. 

 

ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business the meeting was adjourned until the Joint Board Meeting 

in January at 7:06 p.m. by John Greitzer, President. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sheila Welt 

Recording Secretary 
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East Bay Banjo Club 
Meets every week to play happy music 

Round Table Pizza 

1938 Oak Park Boulevard, Pleasant Hill 

Sundays from 7 to 9 p.m. 

 

East Bay Banjo Club 
www.eastbaybanjo.org 

P.O. Box 5414 

Concord, CA  94524 

http://www.eastbaybanjo.org/

